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New York State effectively cancels Democratic 
presidential primary 
Citing coronavirus concerns, the New York State Board of Elections on Monday decided that 
Sen. Bernie Sanders' name will be removed from the June 23 presidential primary ballot - 
effectively canceling the primary and making Joe Biden the winner. 

"I think it's time for us to recognize that the presidential contest is over," Commissioner Doug 
Kellner said, citing concerns from voters. 

The move, which Sanders had been urging the board against, leaves Biden as "the only 
candidate" and "effectively the winner of the New York primary," Kellner said. 

Fellow Democratic commissioner Andrew Spano, explaining his decision, said that "we should 
minimize the number of people on ballot," citing the coronavirus outbreak linked to Wisconsin's 
presidential primary. He said the move would help minimize the number of people in close 
quarters at polling locations throughout the state.  

Speaking at a separate coronavirus briefing, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said he would not "second 
guess" the board's decision. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health‐news/live‐blog/2020‐04‐27‐coronavirus‐news‐

n1193086/ncrd1193436#liveBlogHeader 


