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Rule of law 'virtually absent’ in Venezuela, UN
report says

Government forces carry out killings with impunity
‘Credible, shocking’ reports of unlawful killings of young men

‘The impunity must end,' said Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, the UN high commissioner for human rights. Photograph: Cristian Hernandez/EPA

Reutersin Geneva
Fri 22 Jun 2018 11.13 EDT

Government security forces in Venezuela carry out unjustified killings without any apparent
consequences, as the rule of law is “virtually absent” in the country, according to a new report
by the United Nations.

The UN human rights office called on the government to bring perpetrators to justice and said it
was sending its report to the international criminal court (ICC), whose prosecutor opened a
preliminary investigation in February.

The report published on Friday cited “credible, shocking” accounts of extrajudicial killings of
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young men during crime-fighting operations in poor neighbourhoods conducted without arrest
warrants. Security forces would tamper with the scene so that there appeared to have been an
exchange of fire, it said.

“The failure to hold security forces accountable for such serious human rights violations
suggests that the rule of law is virtually absent in Venezuela,” said Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, the
UN high commissioner for human rights. “The impunity must end.”

There was no immediate response from the government of President Nicolas Maduro.

Critics say Maduro has used increasingly authoritarian tactics as Venezuela’s economy has
spiralled deeper into recession and hyperinflation, fuelling discontent and prompting hundreds
of thousands to emigrate in the past year.

About 125 people died in anti-government protests last year.

Security forces were allegedly responsible for killing at least 46 of them, said the UN rights
spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani.

Maduro says the opposition protests were aimed at overthrowing him and accuses the United
States of directing an “economic war” against Venezuela.

Zeid called on the UN human rights council on Monday to set up an international commission
of inquiry into alleged violations in Venezuela - one of its 47 member states.

“The time has come for the Council to use its voice to speak out before this tragic downward
spiral becomes irreversible,” Leila Swan of Human Rights Watch said in a statement on Friday.

Venezuela is suffering from an economic collapse that includes chronic shortages of food and
medicine and annualised inflation around 25,000%. Maduro blames an “economic war”
directed by the opposition and the US - which has imposed new sanctions on Venezuela’s oil
industry.

Since you’re here...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but
advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see
why we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a
lot of time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective
matters - because it might well be your perspective, too.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is
free from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders.
No one edits our Editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important because it enables us to
give a voice to the voiceless, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes
us different to so many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure. For as little as $1, you can support the Guardian - and it only takes a minute.
Thank you.
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