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Health reform does not cover all

Let's take a time out and talk about some of the numbers in the health
care bill, mainly how many people will be covered and how many won't
be. While the effort to overhaul the nation's health care system was
pitched as a movement to cover the uninsured, millions of them will
remain without coverage after the plan is enacted.

Well how many will remain uninsured and who are they, you ask? This
piece from Kaiser Health News explains.

The bill covers 32 million people. That leaves some 23 million uninsured, the story explains. Some -- about 7
million are illegal immigrants.

The other 16 million are a mix of people. Some will be exempt from the mandate because they can't afford to
buy their own insurance. (People are exempt if the most affordable plan is more than 8 percent of their income)
Others would opt out for religious objection. And still others would prefer to pay a penalty than get insurance
coverage.

Congress recognized months ago that any bill likely to pass would leave out some people from being
covered.

For more details on who the uninsured are, check out this interactive map from NPR from last fall that gives a
breakdown by geographic region.

Still confused about when the key elements of reform kick in? Here's a cool chart with timetables from the
Kaiser Family Foundation.

And if you have more questions about how reform will affect you, take a look at our Q&A from earlier this
week with Bradley Herring, an assistant professor in health policy and management at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health.
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