The Constitution

a Bill.

Section 8

The Congress shall have Power To
lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the
Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the
United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be
uniform throughout the United
States;

To borrow Money on the credit of
the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign
Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes;

Section 8 begins the enumerated
powers of the federal government
delegated to Congress. The firstis
the power to tax and to spend the
money raised by taxes, to provide
for the nation’s defense and general
welfare. This section was
supplemented by the 16th
amendment, which permitted
Congress to levy an income tax.

Congress can borrow money
through the issuance of bonds and
other means. When it borrows
money, the United States creates a
binding obligation to repay the debt
and cannot repudiate it.

The “commerce clause” is one of
the most far-reaching grants of
power to Congress. Interstate
commerce covers all movement of
people and things across state lines,
and every form of communication
and transportation. The commerce
clause has permitted a wide variety
of federal laws, from the regulation
of business to outlawing of racial
segregation. The “Indian commerce
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To establish an uniform Rule of
Naturalization, and uniform Laws on
the subject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value
thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix
the Standard of Weights and
Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of
counterfeiting the Securities and
current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post
Roads;

clause” has become the main
source of power for congressional
legislation dealing with Native
Americans.

Acts of Congress define the
requirements by which immigrants
can become citizens. Only the
federal government, not the states,
can determine who becomes a
citizen. Bankruptcy laws make
provisions for individuals or
corporations that fail to pay their
debts.

These clauses permit Congress to
coin money and to issue paper
currency. By extension, under its
ability to enact laws “necessary and
proper” to carry out these powers
(as stated at the end of Article 1,
Section 8), Congress created the
Federal Reserve System to regulate
the nation’s monetary supply.

The postal powers embrace all
measures necessary to establish the
system and to insure the safe and
speedy transit and prompt delivery
of the mails. Congress may also
punish those who use the mails for
unlawful purposes.
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