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Crist To Feds: Don’t Kick The Undocumented Off Obamacare Coverage
Posted By Sarah Hurtubise On 3:20 PM 08/14/2014 In | No Comments

Charlie Crist, the Democratic nominee in Florida’s governor race in November, says the Obama
administration shouldn’t require proof of immigration status for Obamacare sign-ups.

“We need to make this law work for the people depending on it, and the President should suspend this
requirement so that no American citizen loses their health insurance due to a bureaucratic
requirement,” Crist spokesman Brendan Gilfillan told Politico Thursday.

Over 310,000 Obamacare customers have failed to provide proper documentation on their citizenship
or immigration status to the Obama administration, after the federal government contacted them
between five and seven times about discrepancies in the documents they submitted with their
applications for health coverage. Close to 94,000 of those customers are located in Crist’s home state
of Florida. (RELATED: Over 300,000 On The Brink Of Losing Obamacare Coverage)

The Obama administration announced Tuesday that the remaining 310,000 — out of an original
970,000 Obamacare sign-ups — that have failed to take any action clearing up the irregularities in
their citizenship or immigration status will be kicked off the federal health-care exchanges if they
don’t file documentation by Sept. 5. The administration will reach out to customers another three
times before that point, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services chief Marilyn Tavenner pledged.

Crist’s statement assumes that all those with irregularities are legally present in the U.S. But in states
with large immigrant populations, such as Florida and California, there’s a growing movement to
extend Obamacare benefits to illegal immigrants as well as those here illegally. (RELATED: Insurer-
Linked Group Now Pushing Obamacare For Illegal Immigrants)

President Obama has promised that Obamacare benefits, including the generous taxpayer subsidies
available for exchange coverage, will not be extended to immigrants who entered the country
illegally. Citizens and legal immigrants are eligible for coverage.
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