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American gun sales have been climbing for nearly a decade, but they have surged under President Barack Obama -- particularly after

the Newtown, Conn., school shooting in December 2012. According to FBI data, the number of firearm background checks has risen
dramatically during the Obama era.

In 2005, there were nearly 9 million background checks performed. In 2008, the year before Obama took office, there were 12.7 million
background checks. Through the first 11 months of 2013, that figure totaled more than 19 million, only about 500,000 shy of the total
for all of last year.

Background checks aren't a perfect proxy for legal gun sales -- some firearms can be purchased without them, and not every
background check results in a sale -- but the data are compelling, particularly given the financially extraordinary year that major gun
manufacturers have enjoyed since the Newtown tragedy.

Sturm, Ruger & Co., the largest publicly traded gunmaker, saw its net sales for the first nine months of 2013 jump 44 percent to
$506.4 million, from $350 million in the same period a year ago, according to Securities and Exchange Commission filings. The
company's profits for the first three quarters of the year surged 66 percent to $84.7 million, from $50.8 million over the same period
last year. Its stock price has rocketed up about 60 percent since December 2012.
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