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BEIRUT — A Syrian rebel group's April pledge of allegiance to

al-Qaeda's replacement for Osama bin Laden suggests that the

terrorist group's influence is not waning and that it may take a

greater role in the Western-backed fight to topple Syrian President

Bashar Assad.

The pledge of allegiance by Syrian Jabhat al Nusra Front chief

Abou Mohamad al-Joulani to al-Qaeda leader Sheik Ayman

al-Zawahri was coupled with an announcement by the al-Qaeda

affiliate in Iraq, the Islamic State of Iraq, that it would work with al

Nusra as well.

Lebanese Sheik Omar Bakri, a Salafist who says states must be

governed by Muslim religious law, says

al-Qaeda has assisted al Nusra for some

time.

"They provided them early on with technical,

military and financial support , especially

when it came to setting up networks of

foreign jihadis who were brought into Syria,"

Bakri says. "There will certainly be greater coordination between
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In this Jan. 11, 2013, file citizen journalism image provided by Edlib News Network, ENN, which has been authenticated
based on its contents and other AP reporting, shows rebels from al-Qaida affiliated Jabhat al-Nusra waving their brigade
flag on the top of a Syrian air force helicopter, at Taftanaz air base that was captured by the rebels, in Idlib province,
northern Syria. / Edlib News Network ENN / Associated Press
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the two groups."

The United States, which supports the overthrow of Assad,

designated al Nusra a terrorist entity in December. The Obama

administration has said it wants to support only those insurgent

groups that are not terrorist organizations.

Al Nusra and groups like it have seen some of the most significant

victories against Syrian government forces in the course of the

2-year-old uprising in which Assad's forces have killed about

80,000 people. Rebels not affiliated with al-Qaeda have pressed

Washington for months to send weaponry that will allow them to

match the heavy weapons of the Syrian army. They've urged the

West to mount an air campaign against Assad's mechanized

forces.

President Obama refuses to provide any direct military aid. Foreign

radical Islamists streaming into the fight from the Middle East and

Europe are making headway with the Syrian population by

providing services and gaining ground in battles.

Tamer Mouhieddine, spokesman for the Syrian Free Army, a force

made up of Syrian soldiers who have defected, said the recent

announcements would not change his group's attitude toward al

Nusra.

"The rebels in Syria have one common enemy — Bashar Assad —

and they will collaborate with any faction allowing them to topple

his regime," he said.

He confirmed that al Nusra is generating loyalty in Aleppo, a region

battling for months with Assad, by providing financial support as

well as setting up charities.

Aaron Zelin at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy in

Washington says al Nusra's ability to provide security and basic

needs such as bread and fuel to Syrian civilians, as well as to

reopen shops and restart bus services, has won gratitude from

people who would not usually adhere to its strict ideology.

Zelin says some Syrian people have criticized al Nusra for banning

alcohol, forcing women to wear a full veil and whipping men who

are seen with women in public.

"This illustrates the need for American leadership in the Syrian

conflict, particularly with regard to helping non-Qaeda-aligned

rebels contain the growth of (al Nusra) and similar groups," he

said. "Washington should also try to take advantage of cleavages

within the rebellion and civilian population, since al Nusra is

outside the mainstream and more concerned with establishing a

transnational caliphate than maintaining the Syrian state."

Groups such as the Islamic Liwaa al Tawhid, which collaborates

with al Nusra on military operations, worried that Assad would use

the announcement from al Nusra as evidence for his claim that he

is fighting terrorists, not Syrian citizens who wish an end to his

dictatorship, Mouhieddine said.
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"We are willing to fight alongside any faction targeting the Assad

regime, as long as it does not have a foreign agenda, which seems

now the case" of al Nusra, he said.

View Comments (5)  |  Share your thoughts »

19-year-old swept over
600-foot Yosemite wate…
Jun 3, 2013

Amanda Bynes texts
publicist friend, it's all '…
Jun 14, 2013

Raw video: 'She said they
killed Aiyana'
Jun 3, 2013

selected by Taboola
YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Police: Both drivers at fault in
fatal Northern…

Michigan football: No longer
looking for QB transfer;…

Police arrest man accused of
following woman around…

NSA leak caused 'significant
harm' to security, FBI…

Recruiting: Michigan State QB
commit Chris Durkin…

Olympus TG-2 First
Impressions Review (Digital Camera

Info)

SPONSORED LINKS

Ten Signs You Are With a
Narcissist (eHarmony)

Miguel Cabrera Throws His gum
at Former Teammate (Yahoo!)

MLB's Most Lopsided
Midseason Trades Ever
(ThePostGame)

C-Max Delivers On Ford Game
Plan: Take A Bite Out Of… 
(Forbes)

Jessica Alba s Rockin Retro
60s Swimsuit (Yahoo!)

What is the MOST Reliable Car
on the Market? (Consumer Car

Reviews)
[?]

 by TaboolaSPONSORED LINKS

Time’s Ticking Down for
America’s Top Banker
Investment Contrarians

Proof: Rich Get Richer,
We Get Poorer
Newsmax

Can a Machine Ever
Love Us?
TalkTala

NIGHTLIFE

Pitbull & Kesha at the
Palace

MOST POPULAR
Orr: Detroit to halt debt payments, reinvest $1.25
billion in city

1.

Detroit Tigers' Jim Leyland: Who the (expletive)
should I close with?

2.

Lem Barney says football is 'deadly' and will be
gone within 20 years

3.

Michigan football: No longer looking for QB
transfer; Allen Gant switches to LB

4.

Drew Sharp: Detroit Tigers have options (and time)
in hunt for new closer

5.

Stakes high as Kevyn Orr asks Detroit creditors
today for big sacrifice

6.

Detroit Lions minicamp: Ryan Broyles doesn't7.

SUBSCRIBE!

Sign up for home delivery
today.

MICHIGAN NEWS
Detroit mayoral race: Appeals Court to take up
Duggan residency question on Monday

U.S. Rep. Mike Rogers won't run for Senate seat

Traverse City Film Festival readying 2nd theater

Gov. Rick Snyder leaves for 9-day trade mission
to Israel, predicts more jobs for Michigan

House passes bill to dissolve insolvent school
districts

Site Map  |  Back to Top  

NEWS

Politics

Detroit

Wayne County

Oakland County

Macomb County

Metro Detroit

SPORTS

Lions

Tigers

Red Wings

Pistons

Wolverines

Spartans

MICHIGAN BUSINESS

Auto news

Auto reviews

General Motors

Ford

Chrysler

Detroit auto show

ENTERTAINMENT

Music

Restaurants

Movies

Arts

TV and radio

Names & Faces

Syrian rebels pledge loyalty to al-Qaeda | Detroit Free Press | freep.com http://www.freep.com/article/20130614/NEWS15/306140065/

3 of 4 6/14/2013 5:51 PM



Michigan

Nation/World

Rochelle Riley

Eric Millikin

Weather

LIFE

Food

Travel

Health

Shopping

Crossword puzzle

Comics

Technology

Relationships

Books

Brain Games

Georgea Kovanis

Ellen Creager

Susan M. Selasky

High School Sports

Mitch Albom

Drew Sharp

Jeff Seidel

Outdoors

Auto Racing

Golf

Free Press marathon

OBITS

Death Notices

Submit a Death Notice

Real estate

Michigan House Envy

Tom Walsh

Susan Tompor

Mark Phelan

Nation/world business

BETTER MICHIGAN

Editorials

Letters to the editor

Commentary

Mike Thompson cartoons

Stephen Henderson

Brian Dickerson

Columnists

Sylvia Rector

Julie Hinds

Mark Stryker

Ese Esan

Rachel May

HELP

Advertise

Archives

Contact us

Subscriber services

e-Edition

Got a question?

Bookstore

Reading Works

Free Press Charities

Page and photo reprints

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

        

News  |  Jobs  |  Cars for Sale  |  Homes for Sale  |  Apartments for Rent  |  Shopping  |  Classifieds  |  E-Circulars  |  Daily Deals

Copyright © 2013 www.freep.com. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

Syrian rebels pledge loyalty to al-Qaeda | Detroit Free Press | freep.com http://www.freep.com/article/20130614/NEWS15/306140065/

4 of 4 6/14/2013 5:51 PM


