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Secession Equals Anarchy

First Inaugural Address March 4, 1861

Plainly, the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy. A majority, held in restraint by constitutional
checks and limitations and always changing easily with deliberate changes of popular opinins and sentiments, is
the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects it does of necessity fly to anarchy or despotism.
Unanimity is impossible; the rule of a minority, as a permanent arrangement, is wholly inadmissible; so that,

rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or despotism in some form is all that is left.
Message to Congress in Special Session July 4, 1861

The principle [secession] itself is one of disintegration, and upon which no government can possibly endure.

Back to Lincoln on Secession (/liho/historyculture/secessiontableofcontents.htm)

Back to History and Culture (/liho/historyculture/index.htm)

CONTACT THE PARK

Mailing Address:

413 S. 8th Street
Springfield, IL 62701

Phone:

(217) 492-4241

Hours are 8:30am-5:00pm, daily, except on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Years
Day, when the park is closed.

3

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

1of2 2/6/2017 5:43 PM



Secession Equals Anarchy - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. N... https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/secanarchy.htm

NAMOVENPS IR vice

U.S. Department of the Interior

2 of 2 2/6/2017 5:43 PM



