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Government Named Top U.S.
Problem for Second Straight

Year

by Lydia Saad

® 16% of Americans see government as nation's top problem
e The economy ranks second at 13%
e Unemployment mentions drop by half, but still rank third
® Immigration ranks in top four for first time in eight years

PRINCETON, N.J. -- For the second consecutive year, dissatisfaction with
government edged out the economy as the problem more Americans identified as
the nation's top problem in 2015. According to Gallup's monthly measure of the
most important problem facing the U.S., an average of 16% of Americans in 2015
mentioned some aspect of government, including President Barack Obama,
Congress or political conflict, as the country's chief problem. The economy came in
second with 13% mentioning it, while unemployment and immigration tied for third
at 8%.

Top Four Issues Named Most Important Problem Facing the U.S.
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Although the economy and unemployment both made the top four this year, the
average percentages mentioning them are down from 2014 and well below the
levels recorded from 2009 through 2013.

Notably, 2015 was the first year since 2007 in which immigration was one of the top
four most frequently cited problems, although this is mainly because mentions of
healthcare dropped from 10% in 2014 to 6% in 2015, making room for immigration
at the top. Mentions of immigration held steady in 2015 at 8%. Rounding out the top
10 were a constellation of problems each averaging 5%, including ethical/moral
decline, race relations/racism, terrorism, the federal budget deficit or debt and
education.

2015 marks only the second time since 2001 that no single issue averaged 20% or
more for the year. However, 34% of Americans named at least one of several
specific economic issues -- including the economy, unemployment, the budget
deficit, inflation and others.

Mentions of Terrorism, Gun Control, Immigration Surged at Points

Although mentions of terrorism averaged just 5% for the year, the percentage of
Americans citing it spiked to 16% in December following the terrorist attacks in Paris
and the San Bernardino shooting in which two individuals killed 14 people. Earlier in
the year, terrorism rose as a concern to 8% following the Charlie Hebdo attack in
Paris, which al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula claims to have orchestrated.
Otherwise, monthly mentions of terrorism were mostly in the 2% to 4% range
throughout the year.

Another issue that briefly spiked as a concern in 2015 was gun control, with
mentions rising from near 1% most months to 7% in October and December
following mass shootings that dominated the news. Similarly, mentions of
immigration rose above 10% in September, possibly reflecting Americans' concerns
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about the European migrant crisis, or in response to the publicity that the

Republican presidential debates gave to Donald Trump's stances against illegal

immigration.

Mentions of the economy were fairly steady all year near the 13% average rating, but
dropped to 9% in December, likely because of the spike in concern that month
about terrorism and gun violence.

Most Important Problem Facing the U.S.in 2015
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As was the case in each of the two prior years, there was less consensus in 2015 on
any single problem as the nation's biggest, largely because Americans' concern
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about the economy and unemployment subsided, while no other issue replaced
them.

Most Important Problem Facing the U.S. - Annual Averages Since 2001
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“Government includes dissatisfaction with President Obama, Congress, other government leaders,
ethics of politicians and poliieal conflict
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Bottom Line

Americans were most likely to mention some aspect of the federal government in
2015 when asked to name the country's top problem, but this category still
averaged less than 20% of all responses during the year. Even when mentions of
terrorism, immigration and gun laws briefly flared, the percentages citing these
stayed below the 20% threshold.

This lack of a prominent public concern provides an interesting setup to the 2016
presidential election. Some Americans remain most worried about the economy;
others are mainly concerned about immigration, and others are divided across a
host of domestic policy concerns. This contrasts with the last three presidential
election cycles when at least one issue commanded significant public attention in
the year prior to the election. In 2011, for example, the dominant issues were the
economy and unemployment; in 2007, the Iraq War; and in 2003, the economy.
Those concerns provided a clear framework for the campaigns, something that is
thus far lacking in the race for 2016.

Survey Methods
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Results for the monthly Gallup Poll Social Series surveys included in this analysis are
based on telephone interviews conducted with a random sample of approximately
1,000 adults, aged 18 and older, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of
Columbia. The yearly averages from the combined results are based on the total
sample of approximately 12,000 national adults, with a margin of sampling error of
+1 percentage point at the 95% confidence level.

Each sample of national adults includes a minimum quota of 50% cellphone
respondents and 50% landline respondents, with additional minimum quotas by
time zone within region. Landline and cellular telephone numbers are selected using
random-digit-dial methods.

Learn more about how Gallup Poll Social Series works.
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