
President Barack Obama signed an executive order last week that could give the U.S.
government control over the Internet.

With the wordy title "Assignment of National Security and Emergency
Preparedness Communications Functions

," this order was designed to empower
certain governmental agencies with control over telecommunications and the Web
during natural disasters and security emergencies.

Here's the rationale behind the order:

According to The Verge
, critics

of the order are concerned with Section 5.2, which is a lengthy part outlining how
telecommunications and the Internet are controlled. It states that the Secretary of
Homeland Security will "oversee the development, testing, implementation, and
sustainment" of national security and emergency preparedness measures on all
systems, including private "non-military communications networks." According to The
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Internet 'kill switch' bill will return

FCC requires VoIP providers to report service outages

Senators propose granting president emergency Internet power
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Verge, critics say this gives Obama the on/off switch to the Web.

Presidential powers over the Internet and telecommunications were laid out in a U.S.
Senate bill in 2009

, which proposed handing the White House
the power to disconnect private-sector computers from the Internet. But that
legislation was not included in the Cybersecurity Act of 2012

earlier this year.

After being published by the Federal Register
, executive orders take 30 days to become law.

However, the president can amend, withdraw, or issue an overriding order at any time.
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