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Angry cops hit out at cheering withesses who
shared photos of beaten detective: Suspect who
stole cop’'s gun and pistol-whipped him charged
with attempted murder

« Janard Cunningham, 34, charged with attempted murder for alleged assault of
plainclothes detective at parking lot in Roebuck, Alabama

« Unidentified officer recovering after incident, which followed traffic stop

 Fraternal Order of Police president took issue with those supporting the attack on
social media and said 'The officer had every right to shoot him'

By Dailymail.com Reporter

Published: 10:39 EST, 9 August 2015 | Updated: 12:39 EST, 9 August 2015

Alabama police are outraged after photos of a detective beaten bloody by a suspect who stole his gun during a
traffic stop were shared by witnesses and praised on social media.

The suspect, 34-year-old Janard Cunningham, is charged with attempted murder for allegedly assaulting the
six-year veteran following a traffic stop at a shopping center in Roebuck around 11am Friday.

The plainclothes detective, who has not been identified, was taken to the hospital for treatment after the assault
but has since been released and is recovering at home.
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An Alabama man has been charged with attempted murder after allegedly beating a
Birmingham police officer with his own gun until he didn't move
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Birmingham police Sgt Heath Boackle, president of the Fraternal Order of Police took
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issue with those who those who sympathized with Cunningham. Above, a Facebook post
of the officer's still body

Cunningham was taken into custody after the assault and is being held at Jefferson County Jail while police have
released a second suspect who was apprehended without filing charges.

During the traffic stop, the detective pulled over Cunningham's SUV and told him to stay in the car while he
waited for backup to arrive.

& Birmingham Poliee Department

Cunningham is said to have fled the scene after beating the officer until he didn't move
anymore. A second suspect was released without any charges

The suspect disobeyed that order, questioned why he had been stopped and then struck the officer in the head
with his own weapon, AL.com reported.

The beating reportedly continued until the officer was no longer moving, with Cunningham then fleeing the
scene.

While the detective was brought to the hospital, US Marshals and other officers tracked down the suspect and
took him into custody.

After the arrest, photos of the bloodied detective began popping up on social media, with some commenters
applauding what happened.

Other Alabama officers were angered by the outpouring of support for the suspect.

Birmingham police Sgt Heath Boackle, president of the Fraternal Order of Police, said: 'He was laying there
lifeless and people were standing around taking pictures.

'If the tables were turned, and that was a suspect lying there, they would be rioting.'
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Birmingham Police Chief AC Roper said that his department could have lost an officer at
the shopping center (left) and was reminded of police death's in Tennessee and
Louisiana

Alabama police seeking third suspect in officer beating
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‘The officer had every right to shoot him," Boackle said.

The alleged attack followed strained relations between police and minorities that have been highlighted by recent
high profile incidents involving the death of black men in incidents with authorities, according to Jefferson County
District Attorney Brandon Falls.

Falls said: 'My understanding is, that he just, because of what was going on around the country he felt like had to
act in an aggressive manner, did so, and unfortunately an officer was severely injured in the situation.'

Birmingham Police Chief AC Roper added: "This incident underscores the danger that our officers and others
experience every day.

'| think about the recent murders of the Memphis and Shreveport police officers and recognize we too could have
lost an officer today.

'We ask the community to keep this officer and his family in your thoughts and prayers.'

Cunningham previously pleaded guilty to an assault charge in 2006 and was also charged with attempted
murder in 2004 before that case was dismissed, ABC 3340 reported.

He also has past convictions for robbery and unlawful breaking and entering a vehicle, according to WVTM 13.

The unidentified officer was released from the hospital on Friday night.

Read more:

e Man charged with attempted murder after assault on Birmingham Po - ABC 33/40 - Birmingham News, Weather, Sports
e Center Point man charged in Birmingham police officer assault | WWTM - WVTM
e Man charged in Birmingham detective's beating; outrage follows support of attack on social media | AL.com
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| like to know what the suspect was originally stopped for. How did he get ahold of the detectives weapon? Was it
drawn then taken away?

New Comment  Reply Click to rate 54 {218

anter

ntion of what the traffic stop was for...nor why the detective didn't wait for back up before making the stop...there is
nothing right, including the actions of the suspect, with what is reported.
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ley are starting to release this info. They aren't all angels.
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e was laughing and cheering. Let me see...now you're going to prison, ha ha he he. You'll never be free
again...hooray, hoorah. You have committed crime after crime but this will be your last...ha ha he he. Society will no
longer have to fear you...hooray, hoorah.

New Comment  Reply Click to rate 270 v 15

illing law and order in Amverica! THIS is why we buy guns and ammo!
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pt on scene ? So there was a fire ?
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igham will spend decades in prison for this, but it's a good thing because now police are already using it to show
that when an officers life is in danger, they have a right to shoot dead these reprobates. Hope the officer is
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ieat people for no reason quite often. White, brown, red or yellow or black, it makes no difference. Now how does
it reel, hmmm....?
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ars there won't be any cops, just you wait for those rainbow filled years.
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tables were turned, and that was a suspect lying there, they would be rioting." They got that right. | do wonder
why ne did what he did. He had convictions but served his time. Was he guilty of something else and thought the cops
were after him for that, didn't want to go back to prison? It's hard to figure out why he did what he did.
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