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Individuals with ties to terrorist groups in Syria have tried to infiltrate the United States
through the Obama refugee program that will admit at least 10,000 Syrians, the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) has confirmed.

The disturbing admission comes amid robust assurances by the administration that
the refugees are thoroughly vetted before entering the country. In fact, the State
Department publicly guarantees that every Syrian refugee is rigorously screened
because “nothing is more important to us than the security of the American people.”
The agency also addresses public concerns involving resettling Syrian refugees by
asserting that it’s a “myth” that “all Syrians are dangerous.” In fact, “none have been
arrested or removed on terrorism charges,” the State Department writes in a bulletin.
Admission is only granted “after the most extensive level of security screening of any
category of traveler to the United States,” according to the agency.

Nevertheless, in early October the director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS), Matthew Emrich, admitted during a congressional hearing that
there’s no way to adequately screen the new arrivals from the war-torn Muslim nation
that’s a hotbed of terrorism. That’s because the Syrian government doesn’t have an
intelligence database to run checks against so there’s no reliable method to
accurately verify the identity of the new arrivals. Emrich did ensure during his
congressional testimony that “we check everything that we are aware of” and that “we
are in the process of overturning every stone.” This may not sound all that reassuring
to most Americans.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Assistant Director Michael Steinbach has also
conceded that the U.S. government has no system to properly screen Syrian
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refugees. “The concern in Syria is that we don’t have systems in places on the ground
to collect information to vet,” Steinbach said. “That would be the concern is we would
be vetting — databases don’t hold the information on those individuals. “You’re talking
about a country that is a failed state, that is — does not have any infrastructure, so to
speak. So all of the data sets — the police, the intel services — that normally you
would go to seek information don’t exist.” Judicial Watch reported on these two
alarming revelations back in October.

Now we have the ODNI, the broad agency that serves as an umbrella for the
intelligence community and advises the president, verifying that indeed terrorists have
tried to exploit Obama’s Syrian refugee initiative. The ODNI is composed of more
than a dozen spy agencies, including Air Force, Army, Navy, Treasury and Coast
Guard intelligence as well as the FBI and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). This
week the chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee, Michael McCaul,
released unclassified excerpts of information provided to him by the ODNI
regarding possible terrorist exploitation of Syrian refugee flows. It’s scary but,
unfortunately, not surprising.

The National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) has identified “…individuals with ties to
terrorist groups in Syria attempting to gain entry to the U.S. through the U.S. refugee
program,” the ODNI tells the Texas congressman in a document that contains
classified information the lawmaker could not make public. The NCTC also wrote this
to the congressman: “The refugee system, like all immigration programs, is vulnerable
to exploitation from extremist groups seeking to send operatives to the West. U.S.
and Canadian authorities in 2011 arrested several refugees linked to what is now
ISIL. Early in 2011, Canadian authorities arrested dual Iraqi-Canadian citizen Faruq
‘Isa who is accused of vetting individuals on the internet for suicide operations in Iraq.
The FBI, in May of the same year, arrested Kentucky-based Iraqi refugees Wa’ad
Ramadan Alwan and Mohanad Shareef Hammadi for attempting to send weapons
and explosives from Kentucky to Iraq and conspiring to commit terrorism while in Iraq.
Alwan pled guilty to the charges against him in December 2011, and Hammadi pled
guilty in August 2012.”

The recent attacks in Paris were executed by terrorists who made it to Europe as
refugees and the same could feasibly happen in the U.S. But national security has
never stopped the Obama administration from assisting potential terrorists to settle in
the U.S. Earlier this year JW reported on a “temporary” amnesty the administration
is offering to nationals of Yemen, another Islamic Middle Eastern country well known
as an Al Qaeda breeding ground. Under Temporary Protected Status (TPS) illegal
aliens from Yemen, headquarters of Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), get
to stay in the U.S. for at least 18 months. In its latest Country Reports on
Terrorism, the State Department reveals that AQAP militants carried out hundreds
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of attacks including suicide bombers, vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices
(VBIEDs), ambushes, kidnappings and targeted assassinations. The media has also
documented this for years with one in-depth report confirming that “Yemen has
emerged as the breeding grounds for some of the most high-profile plans to attack
the U.S. homeland.”
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