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Obama Wrote Secret Letter to
Iran’s Khamenei About

Fighting Islamic State

Presidential Correspondence With Ayatollah Stresses
Shared U.S.-Iranian Interests in Combating Insurgents,
Urges Progress on Nuclear Talks

By JAY SOLOMON And CAROLE. LEE

WASHINGTON—U.S. President Barack Obama secretly wrote Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in the middle of last month
and described a shared interest in fighting Islamic State militants in

Iraq and Syria, according to people briefed on the correspondence.
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