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President Barack Obama announced today that his administration would use its
'existing legal authorities' to do 'what Congress refuses to do' and fix the broken
immigration system
Obama said he would 'greatly prefer' that Congress pass legislation addressing the
issue, but in the absence of action, he said he would take matters into his own hands
If House Republicans want him to stop governing through executive orders, Obama
said, they should, 'Pass a bill; solve a problem'
'I take executive action only when we have a serious problem, a serious issue, and
Congress chooses to do nothing'

By Francesca Chambers Follow @fran_chambers
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President Barack Obama announced today that he would again go around Congress to enact immigration reform
measures.

In a hastily scheduled statement this afternoon from the White House Rose Garden, Obama said he would
'greatly prefer' Congress pass its own legislation, rather than having to take matters into his own hands, but
House Republicans have given him no choice.

'I don’t prefer taking administrative action,' he said. 'I take executive action only when we have a serious problem,
a serious issue, and Congress chooses to do nothing.'

The president said he had directed his administration to 'refocus' is efforts on border security and said it would
use its 'existing legal authorities' to do 'what Congress refuses to do' and fix the broken immigration system.
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Obama votes to go it alone on immigration reform bill
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My way or the highway: President Barack Obama said today that in the absence of
Congressional legislation addressing the broken immigration system, his administration
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would use its 'existing legal authorities' to enact its own reforms

This June 18, 2014 photo shows illegal immigrant children sleeping on the floor of a
holding cell at a U.S. Customs and Border Protection processing facility in Brownsville,

Texas

The President said he expected recommendations from his administration on what he can do without Congress
by the end of the summer.

It will still taken an act of Congress, however, Obama said, to truly reform the system, and Obama indicated that
he had recently told House Speaker John Boehner as much.

'I’m going to continue to reach out to House Republicans in the hope that they deliver a more permanent solution
with a comprehensive bill,' Obama said.

'Maybe it will be after the midterms, when they’re less worried about politics. Maybe it will be next year. Whenever
it is, they will find me a willing partner.'

The president said he'd be willing to look at legislation other than the version he supports that is stalled in the
Senate.

'The only thing I can’t do,' Obama said, 'is stand by and do nothing while waiting for [House Republicans] to get
their act together.'
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'I believe Speaker Boehner when he says he wants to pass an immigration bill.  I think he genuinely wants to get
something done,' Obama said at another point in his remarks.

After Obama's announcement Boehner released a statement saying 'it is sad and disappointing' that the president
'won't work with us, but is instead intent on going it alone with executive orders that can't and won't fix these
problems.

'In our conversation last week, I told the president what I have been telling him for months: the American people
and their elected officials don't trust him to enforce the law as written.

'Until that changes, it is going to be difficult to make progress on this issue,' Boehner said.
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President Barack Obama said he expects recommendations from his administration by
the end of the summer on what it can do without Congress' approval
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White House: Immigrant children lured by disinformation campaign

The president's announcement comes two years after he went around Congress to change how the
administration handles deporting young people who have lived in the United States since they were children.

The president's 2012 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals executive order instructed immigration officials to
stop deporting anyone under the age of 31 who had arrived in the U.S. before the age of 16, lived in the U.S.
continuously since 2007 and had no criminal record.

I take executive action only when we have a serious problem, a serious issue, and Congress chooses to
do nothing - President Barack Obama

That policy, Republicans claim, led to the current humanitarian crisis on America's border with Mexico.

Unaccompanied minors have poured into the border since DACA went into effect.

Many are coming from Mexico, but the majority are coming from Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.

The Customs and Border Protection agency expects 100,000 children to illegally immigrate to the Unite States by
the end of the year.

Neither Obama's DACA directive nor his immigration reform legislation that is currently stalled in the Senate
would apply to them, but more than 200 a day are coming to the U.S. anyway under the false assumption they will
receive amnesty when they arrive.

'They are principally motivated by a disinformation campaign that’s being propagated by criminal syndicates that
are preying on vulnerable populations of people who are living in pretty desperate situations,' White House Press
Secretary John Earnest told reporters today.

Border enforcement officials have been overwhelmed by the flood of children, and detention facilities in the Rio
Grande area in Texas are overflowing with teens and small kids awaiting deportation or other government action.

'The White House claims it will move to return these children to their families in their home countries, yet
additional executive action from this president isn't going to stem the tide of illegal crossings, it’s only going to
make them worse,' Boehner said today.

Boehner accused the president was 'giving false hope to children and their families that if they enter the country
illegally they will be allowed to stay.'
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Two female detainees sleep in a holding cell at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Nogales Placement Center in Nogales, Arizona

In his remarks Obama said today that crisis on the border 'underscores' the need for immigration reform and
called on House Republicans saying otherwise to stop coming up with excuses not to pass reforms.

'It makes no sense. It's not on the level. It's just politics, plain and simple,' he said.

Obama denied that his past actions had provided encouragement for the mass migration of children, saying, 'I've
sent a clear message to parents in these countries, not to put their kids through this.'

'But the problem is, is that our system is so broken, so unclear that folks don’t know what the rules are,' Obama
said.

So while I will continue to push House Republicans to drop the excuses and act,' the president said, 'America
cannot wait forever for them to act,' which is why he directing his administration to act on its own.

And if House Republicans don't like it, they should pass their own legislation instead of trying to sue him, he said.

Obama was referring to Boehner's announcement last week that the House would bring a lawsuit against the
president for repeatedly going around Congress to amend the law as he sees fit.

'Pass a bill; solve a problem. Don't just say no on something that everybody agrees needs to be done,' the
president said of House Republicans.

'With the House of Representatives filing a lawsuit to curb Obama’s presidential overreach, you'd think this
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administration would get the message,' Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus said in a
statement harshly rebuking the president.

'Our Constitution is not a list of suggestions. Our Founders were not mistaken when they created three separate
branches of government,' Priebus argued, citing recent Supreme Court decisions rolling back Democratic-
supported legislation.

'[The president] wants a comprehensive immigration overhaul that's his way or the highway. But that doesn't give
him the power to rewrite the Constitution or the law.'

Arizona Senator Jeff Flake, a member of the Gang of Eight senators leading the way for immigration reform, said
Obama's decision to go rogue today was a poor choice.

'We're all frustrated that IR hasn't moved in the House,' the Republican Senator tweeted, 'but POTUS dismissing
genuine concern about unilateral executive action doesn't help.'

HOW THE U.S. ENDED UP WITH A 'HUMANITARIAN CRISIS' AT ITS BORDER

Anxious for action on immigration reform, President Barack Obama instructed his administration to stop
deporting young, illegal immigrants in a June 2012 memo.

To qualify for the president's 2012 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival program, immigrants were required to:
be under the age of 31; in school, graduated or be a member or veteran of the armed services; have no criminal
record; arrived in the U.S. under the age of 16; and been living in the U.S. continuously since June of 2007.

Since the president announced DACA, the number of young, illegal immigrants coming to the U.S. via Mexico has
skyrocketed.

Since last October, 52,000 minors, many of whom are unaccompanied by their parents, have made the
dangerous journey to the United States' southern border.

The president's policy does not apply to new illegal immigrants but smugglers are purposefully telling families of
foreign children that it does.

The executive branch is working with the governments of the countries where most of the children are migrating
from - El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Mexico - to correct the record, but so far their efforts have been
limited to meetings, phone calls, op-eds in Spanish language newspapers and new aid to those countries.

The administration has taken no real action to stop the children from getting into the U.S. and has instead
encouraged children to flee to the U.S., Republicans say, by focusing on making detention centers along the
border more cozy for children held in custody.

Obama has ignored calls from House Speaker John Boehner and other Republicans to send the National Guard
to the border to handle the humanitarian crisis so that Border Patrol officials can focusing on shutting down the
criminal networks that profit off of the child immigrants.
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horace, lovehole, United States, 4 months ago

Bad precedent. The Libs forget they will never hold the presidency forever, soon the pendulum will swing the other way
and we will have a right wing in power. Let's see how the Libs are going to like it when the time comes...
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Highlander1775, Baltimore, United States, 4 months ago

Sometime in school I did hear we had three seperate branches of goverment to prevent one branch of becoming too
powerful. Where or when did this change because I didn't hear about it.
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Topo, Cambridge, United States, 4 months ago

Do what you have to do to get this issue resolved Mr. President!! I agree with you 100%!!
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Topo, Cambridge, United States, 4 months ago

Do what you have this issue resolved Mr. President!! I agree with you 100%!!
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Topo, Cambridge, United States, 4 months ago

Do what you have this issue resolved Mr. President!! I agree with you 100%!!
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The-whoswho, Everywhere, Ireland, 4 months ago

Waaa waa wa......
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Syzygy, Parts Unknown, Canada, 4 months ago

How about closing the border first? You have a hole in your bucket and you want to try to carry water without plugging
the hole first? Good luck with that.
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Syzygy, Parts Unknown, Canada, 4 months ago

Obama, what is the point of Congress passing ANY bill when your pal, Harry Reid won't even bring them to the floor?
Congress can pass bills til the cows come home but if Harry Reid, in the Senate won't look at them, them what's the
point. You keep using Congress as an excuse to bypass said Congress. Shame on you.
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retracm, Houston, United States, 4 months ago

the president's definition of bipartisanship means offering congress numerous opportunities to completely agree with
him. when they do not, he issues "executive" orders as if the election was a winner-take-all event - completely ignoring
the fact that we have a representative form of government. the degree to which he oversteps his bounds is made
obvious by the fact that the supreme court has UNANIMOUSLY reversed him 13 times since 2012.
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MileHigh, Denver, United States, 4 months ago

One thing you can be sure of if the President is involved - he'll make the problem worse.

10224

 Who is this week's top commenter? Find out now

Obama to BYPASS Congress AGAIN to enact immigration reform measure... http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2675573/Obama-BYPASS-Cong...

9 of 9 11/10/2014 12:00 AM


