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Republican Speaker of the House John Boehner said he would not make it his mission to repeal the controversial healthcare reform law following the re-election of President Barack Obama.

'The election changes that,' Boehner told ABC news anchor Diane Sawyer on Thursday when asked if repealing the law was 'still your mission.'

'It's pretty clear that the President was re-elected. Obamacare is the law of the land,' Boehner said.
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Taking a pause: John Boehner said that he would no longer pursue a repeal of the
Affordable Care Act

Under Boehner's leadership, the House tried repeatedly to repeal the healthcare law, the signature domestic measure of Obama's first term.

While a few provisions were eliminated or changed, Senate Democrats blocked outright termination of the law.

Boehner added that parts of the law were going to be difficult to implement and that everything had to be on the table as lawmakers try to create a path to a balanced budget.

A spokesman for Boehner said later the speaker and House Republicans 'remain committed to repealing the law, and he said in the interview it would be on the table.'

The 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the biggest overhaul of the $2.8trillion U.S. healthcare system since the 1960s, aims to extend health coverage to more than 30million
uninsured Americans beginning in January 2014.

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the reforms in a landmark June ruling.
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Compromise: Boehner said that since Obama was re-elected, it is clear the people want
Obamacare

Defeated Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney had vowed to repeal the law if he were elected.

In Tuesday's election, Republicans kept their majority in the House and Democrats maintained control of the Senate.

In the ABC interview, Boehner also said a comprehensive approach to immigration reform was needed and he was confident that Republicans could find common ground with Obama on the
issue.

That statement marks a major change for the Republican leader, but he is not the only one expressing the need for action on the issue that has been largely ignored by Republicans in the past.

Fox News host Sean Hannity said in the wake of the election that his views on immigration reform, specifically citing the 'path to citizenship' for residents who came to the country illegally, have
'evolved'.
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