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Secretary of State said Wednesday that she believes the attack could have strong
ties to al Qaeda
White House press secretary Jay Carney also said they believed consulate attack
was a 'terrorist' action
Libyan president Mohamed Magarief said that attacks were 'pre-planned'
U.S. ambassador Chris Stevens was killed along with fellow Americans Sean Smith,
Tyrone Woods and Glen Doherty

By Beth Stebner

PUBLISHED: 09:46 EST, 26 September 2012 | UPDATED: 20:15 EST, 26 September 2012

In a humiliating admission, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said today that there was an explicit link
between the al Qaeda network in North Africa and the deadly attacks on the U.S. consulate in Libya,
backtracking from what the State Department had said previously.

Speaking at a Security Council meeting at the United Nations, Mrs Clinton said an Algerian-founded branch of
the al Qaeda network was situated in the area, using their location to plan and execute attacks, like the one in
Benghazi on September 11.

This goes directly against the initial statements of the White House and President Obama, who acknowledged
that the consulate attack, which killed Libyan ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Americans, was a
terrorist attack but that al Qaeda’s involvement's was unclear.
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Mrs Clinton, pictured earlier attending a UN Security Council meeting on peace and
security in the Middle East during the general assembly

The secretary of state did not cite any new information to make these claims, the New York Times reported.

Meanwhile, the White House told reporters today that President Obama now believes the assault on the
embassy was the work of a terrorist attack.

‘It is our view as an administration, the president’s view, that it was a terrorist attack,’ press secretary Jay
Carney said, according to ABC News.

The administration had initially hinted that the violent and fiery attacks were fuelled by rage from an anti-Islam
film.

Mr Carney said that ‘there was no reason (the president) chose the words he did beyond trying to provide a full
explanation of his views and his assessment that we need to await further information that the investigation will
uncover.’

This comes as Libyan president Mohamed Magarief claimed the deadly 9/11 anniversary attack on the U.S.
Consulate in Benghazi was undoubtedly a 'pre-planned act of terrorism.'

The comments follow repetitive claims by the U.S. government that the attack last month that killed
ambassador Chris Stevens was spontaneous, and was sparked by an anti-Islam film produced in California.
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The White House said that President Obama, pictured today at Kent State University in
Ohio, has now acknowledged the deadly attacks to be the work of terrorists

But President Magarief quashed the idea the assault on the consulate was prompted by the movie, adding that
he has 'no doubt' it was a premeditated act of terrorism targeting American citizens.

'It's a pre-planned act of terrorism,' he told NBC's Ann Curry, adding that the anti-Islam film had 'nothing to do
with this attack.'

The Libyan president's remarks also come as a report in The Daily Beast claims U.S. intelligence agencies
knew within 24 hours that the fire fight at the Benghazi consulate building was orchestrated by al Qaeda-
affiliates hiding in Eastern Libya.

Unnamed officials said they had even tracked down the location of one suspect within this time, using social
media.

In the interview with NBC, Magarief said the fact the attack occurred on September 11 was hugely significant,
and provided further evidence that it was orchestrated by extremists rather than spontaneous protesters.

Terrorism: Libyan President Mohamed Magarief, speaking to NBC, said he had 'no doubt'
the attack on the U.S. Consulate was pre-planned
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Significant: Magarief, pictured right with Ann Curry, said the fact the attack occurred on
September 11 was of great significance

He added that there were no protesters at the consulate before the assault, which he told the TV station came
in two waves - the first involving rocket-propelled grenades on the consulate then with mortars at a safe house.

'Reaction (to the anti-Islam film) should have been six months earlier. So it was
postponed until the 11th of September. They chose this date to carry a certain message.'

-Libyan president Mohamed Magarief

The U.S. government initially denied that the attacks were planned, instead linking them directly to protests over
the film. It wasn't until late last week that the Obama administration formally acknowledged the deadly 9/11
assault was in fact a terrorist attack.

Magarief said the video had been available for months before the Benghazi attack and therefore wasn't the
catalyst.

'Reaction should have been, if it was genuine, should have been six months earlier. So it was postponed until
the 11th of September,' he told NBC. 'They chose this date, 11th of September to carry a certain message.'

When asked by Curry what his evidence was that the attack was pre-planned, he said: 'Number one, is
choosing the date, 11th of September has all the significance. If we take the facts about the way it was
executed we can see there is enough proof that it is a pre-planned act of terrorism.'

Four U.S. citizens died in the attack on the consulate in Benghazi, including the U.S.
Ambassador Christopher Stevens, as well as former Navy SEALs
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The U.S. Consulate in Benghazi was set alight during a protest by an armed group on the
anniversary of September 11

He said it was too early for him to give the minute details of the attack but he said the perpetrators must have
had experience.

'It was launched with a high degree of accuracy which means the perpetrators must have some kind of exercise
on how to hit and how to launch these acts,' he said.

Magarief said he thinks that al Qaeda was behind the assault but he added there was so far no direct evidence
to prove that is the case.

'As the investigation progresses that is the likelihood we will reach that,' he said.

According to The Daily Beast, U.S. intelligence agencies knew within 24 hours that al Qaeda-affiliated
operatives were behind the deadly assault.

Three separate unnamed officials told the website that early information was enough to show the attack was
planned and orchestrated by groups in Eastern Libya linked to al Qaeda.

They said U.S. intelligence agencies developed leads on four of the participants within 24 hours of the fire fight
that killed Stevens as well as information management officer Sean Smith and security personnel Tyrone
Woods and Glen Doherty.

Destruction: A man walks in the rubble of the consulate after the attack that claimed four
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Americans

For one of the suspects, the U.S. agencies were able to track his location using social media within that time.

'We had two kinds of intelligence on one guy,' the official told The Daily Beast. 'We believe we had enough to
target him.'

Another U.S. intelligence official told the website: 'There was very good information on this in the first 24 hours.
These guys have a return address. There are camps of people and a wide variety of things we could do.'

A third U.S. intelligence official said he could not get into specific numbers 'but soon after the attack we had a
pretty good bead on some individuals involved.'

The sources didn't reveal whether the agencies had targeted or arrested any of the suspected assailants,
stressing that the complex investigation was continuing.

Visit NBCNews.com for breaking news, world news, and news about the economy

Read more:

Libyan president to NBC: Anti-Islam film had 'nothing to do with' US Consulate attack
U.S. Officials Knew Libya Attacks Were Work of Al Qaeda Affiliates
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Why would you think it was humiliating? As more facts are gathered, you have to be willing to change your original assumption. All
intelligent people do this. Only idiots believe that the first opinion they have is, and always will be, correct. You can substitute the
word "Conservative" , if you like.

- MyOpinion , Midwest, United States, 27/9/2012 15:49
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- Resident, somewhere in America - How are you sneaking by the Mail's board of pro-Romney cen-sors?

- Grasshopper Farmer , Sandburrville, 27/9/2012 14:35
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Hillary Clinton does not approve policy or comments, Barack Obama does.

- Sheamus , Baltimore, United States, 27/9/2012 14:25
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Hillary Clinton does not approve policy or comments, Barack Obama does.

- jim , goldendale usa, United States, 27/9/2012 14:00
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People need to understand there is a global political agenda here. The administration got caught 'bang to rights', however it won't
change a thing. Sadly.

- Chris White , Perth, 27/9/2012 12:06
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Obama is a puppet

- OJ , Scotland, 27/9/2012 10:49
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Should wait for the facts before you open your mouth,wasnt that what they said about Romney ?

- laws , bham, 27/9/2012 10:26
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Clinton looks more and more pathetic by the day.

- Me , In Europe, 27/9/2012 09:55
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This stupid woman says the first thing that comes out of her big mouth. No wonder Bill played around!

- bambazonke , Worcester, 27/9/2012 09:44
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Well it is really nice to find out she has taken this long to realise the obvious. She can mouth off all she likes the same as Obama and
Cameron but nothing will happen as long as Russia and China are backing Syria. I doubt if they (USA) will even do anything in Libya
in case it upsets Russia and China.

- flamenca , alicante, 27/9/2012 09:43
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