
Total Costs (see methodology) of the Crop Insurance Program in the
United States

Total Costs (see methodology)

Year Total Costs (see methodology) Policies

1995 $1,385,285,073 2,454,932

1996 $1,154,806,284 2,231,091

1997 $620,532,117 1,847,715

1998 $1,262,779,867 1,744,944

1999 $1,604,330,984 1,798,333

2000 $1,601,037,462 1,938,026

2001 $2,434,619,515 1,909,850

2002 $3,576,930,986 1,888,143

2003 $2,689,192,168 1,922,526

2004 $2,486,648,956 1,988,947

2005 $1,684,532,043 1,969,461

2006 $2,645,923,620 1,952,696

2007 $2,221,051,526 1,933,719

2008 $6,623,666,680 1,956,132

2009 $3,383,290,948 2,047,709

2010 $2,606,947,765 2,031,396

1995-2010 $37,981,575,716 31,615,620

METHODOLOGY: EWG obtained county level crop insurance information from USDA Risk Management Agency which
shows premium subsidies, indemnities and farmer premiums at the county/crop level by crop year. Administrative and
Operating Expense Reimbursements to crop insurance companies (A+O), Other program fund costs, Other
administrative and operating fund costs expenses, and Government earned interest were allocated to the crop/county
level by using the national expenditures/revenue of the Crop Insurance program (available here for 2001-2008 and from
RMA previous to 2001) in each category and attributing them the crop/county level by total premiums. EWG was unable
to attribute underwriting gains to the county/crop level. Underwriting gains (or losses) are paid to insurance companies
when the insurance companies collect more in total subsidies than are paid out in indemnities. Since underwriting gains
are paid by company on the basis of all of their policies, EWG was unable to allocate underwriting gains by crop or by
region. The total underwriting gains for 1995-2010 is $12 billion.

Note: The information on conservation spending for 2010 is incomplete due to missing data from USDA's Natural
Resource Conservation Service. Payment data currently are not included for the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, but will be added once NRCS makes it available.

The information provided for the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) provides an inaccurate picture of how WRP payments
are distributed. USDA's Natural Resource Conservation Service uses title companies as intermediaries to finalize
wetlands easements under the Wetlands Reserve Program. As a result, the data provided to us shows large sums of
money going to these title companies. In reality, the payments are ultimately distributed to landowners participating in the

EWG | About | Press    

EWG Farm Subsidy Database http://farm.ewg.org/cropinsurance.php?fips=00000&summpage=TC_BY...

1 of 2 9/13/2011 2:07 AM



WRP.

Unfortunately, NRCS has not provided the data to show where these farms and wetlands are located or which farmers or
landowners are enrolling in the program, so EWG is unable to allocate these large sums of money to individuals beyond
the title companies. Therefore, these companies skew the conservation rankings and payment concentration, which EWG
cannot avoid unless and until NRCS makes available the additional farm attribution data. Therefore, we have not included
WRP payments in the 2010 data update.

Finally, we have separated data on farm commodity, disaster and conservation payments in order to provide a more
accurate picture of top recipients and concentration of payments among the three main categories of USDA programs.
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